
 
 

PLEASE REPLY TO: Clerk to the Parish Council, Sarah Smith 

Telephone: 07843 990085   Email: clerk@westwycombeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

YOU ARE SUMMONED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH JANUARY 2026 at 8PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL, WEST WYCOMBE 

 

MEMBER OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

 

AGENDA  

 
1. To accept apologies for absence. 

2. Declaration of disclosable pecuniary interests by Members relating to agenda items.  

3. To confirm and sign the minutes of the 10th December 2025 Parish Council Meeting. 

4.  Matters arising on items in the previous minutes. 

   MEETING CLOSED FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

      MEETING RE-OPENED 

5. Correspondence – see Appendix 1 

6. Planning Applications and Decisions:   No new Applications at time of producing Agenda. 

PL/25/5162/FA 64 Chorley Road, West Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP14 3AR 

Full Planning Permission -Front porch extension and fenestration alterations – Permission given and 

Planning Application Portal has been updated. 

 

7. To discuss donation for the Contact magazine.  

 

8. To discuss the possibility of the Parish Council using WhatsApp Channel. 

   

9. To agree the Budget for the year commencing 2026/2027. 

 

10. To agree the Precept for 2026/2027. 

 

11. To report any highways issues. 

12. To approve the accounts for January 2026 – appendix 2. 

13. Members questions. 

14. Date of next meeting is Wednesday 11th February 2026, at 8pm in The Village Hall, 

West Wycombe. 

 

            Sarah Smith, Clerk.                                                                        5th January 2026   



 

 

Appendix 1 

  Correspondence received 6th December  – 6th January 2026 

1. BMKALC updates – emailed. 

2. Monthly website traffic – emailed. 

3. Buckinghamshire Council daily and weekly updates and press releases – links put on website. 

4. Newsletter for Parishes from Buckinghamshire Council – emailed. 

5. Police & Crime Newsletter – emailed. 

6. Email sent to CTS regarding trees in Cookshall Lane, requesting date as still not confirmed. 

7. Email sent to BT for the adoption of the Telephone Box, to be cancelled. 

8. Email received advising the manhole cover on West Wycombe Road, is again lose and noisy. 

9. Bollard knocked over in Copperfields reported to fix my street. 

10. Email sent to Resident responding to the Village Hall Parking Permit. 

11. Email sent to Resident responding to the National Trust Car Park 

12. Opportunities for training by BMKALC – emailed. 

13. New Electoral register received and the monthly update. 

 

Clerks Report 

 

Responded to all the Planning Applications on Bucks Council portal as per the decisions made at the 

last Parish Council meeting.  New Application for Chorley Road received and emailed to Councillors for 

decision by 8th January 2026.  

Educational Play Environments advised that the cancellation fee for safety mats would be waived and 

have confirmed by email.  

New Stickers have been purchased for the Burial Ground refuse bin. 

Advised BT that WWPC would not be adopting the Red Telephone Box, confirmation received by email 

to cancel the registration of Interest.  The payphone will now be removed and the kiosk will be locked.  

BT will be responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the Telephone Box. 

Emailed CTS again to request an update for the tree works in Cookshall Lane. 

Contacted TBS Hygiene regarding the full dog bins, they have now been emptied. 

Clerk has acted on all relevant correspondence received. 

     

Appendix 2   

 

  Payments to be made in January 2026 

  Acorn Landscaping (BACS) £840.58  Highway grass, burial ground, Pedestal. 

  TBS Hygiene (BACS) £163.80  January collections. 

  Mrs S Smith (BACS) £641.40  December Salary. 

  HMRC (BACS) £179.12  Tax & NI. 

  Clerk Expenses £?  Not yet calculated. 

  Bucks Pension £247.68  Clerk pension for December. 

  Castle Water (dd) £?  Chorley Road Allotment water – No invoice. 

  Castle Water (dd) £?  Burial Ground –No invoice at date of agenda. 

  Smart Numbers (dd) £23.99  Monthly service charge. 

  Southern Electric (dd) £?  Invoice not issued at date of agenda. 

  Yorkshire Gas & Power (dd) £46.06  Feeder Pillars.  

  SLCC £158.00  Membership Fee for 2026. 

  St Pauls Church £271.20   Third of cost for new Church sign. 

  Chiltern Society £256.20  Footpath clearance for 2025. 

  West Wycombe Estate £100.00  Rent for the Allotments. 

  West Wycombe Com Assoc £355.25  Hire of Village Hall Meetings/Litterpicks.   

  Total £ 

  Statement of account as at 1st January 2026 

  Current account at 31st December 2025   £   8,830.34 

  Less January payments (so far)   £   3,283.28 

  Sub Total   £   5,547.06 

  Balance   £   5,547.06 

  Deposit account at 1st January 2026   £ 28,469.83 

  Total   £ 34,016.89 

 

 



 

 

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2025 AT 

8.00 PM IN WEST WYCOMBE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

Cllrs Mrs V. Smith, Mr N. Harris, Mrs K. Cheshire & Mrs A. Wright. 

In attendance: Buckinghamshire Cllr Mrs O. Hayday, Mrs S. Smith – Clerk. 

 

APOLOGIES: Cllrs Mr M. Herbert & Mr N. Timberlake.  

  

Members of the Public: None. 

 

DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS BY MEMBERS RELATING  

TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA – Cllr N. Harris declared a pecuniary interest Planning Application 

for West Wycombe Conservation Area. 

 

CONFIRMATION AND SIGNING OF MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

The Minutes of the October Parish Council Meeting were agreed by those Councillors present 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 

329.1 Matters arising from items the previous minutes: 

 

Cllr Neil Harris advised the National Trust are looking at the Planning Application made for The 

Old Pavillion, Church Lane. 

 

MEETING CLOSED FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

 

MEETING REOPENED 

 

  

 329.2 Correspondence received 6th November- 5th December 2025: 

 

1. BMKALC updates – emailed. 

2. Monthly website traffic – emailed. 

3. Buckinghamshire Council daily and weekly updates and press releases – links put on website. 

4. Newsletter for Parishes from Buckinghamshire Council. 

5. Police & Crime Newsletter – emailed. 

6. Email received requesting Good care Group to be added to the Business Directory on 

website.  

7. Email received about National Trust locking gates at the top of the hill at night. 

8. Email sent requesting Christmas Lights to be evened out. 

9. Email sent to CTS regarding trees in Cookshall Lane, awaiting a date for December/January. 

10. Email sent to BT for the adoption of the Telephone Box, contract received. 

11. Email received from Acorn for 2026/2027 quote. 

12. Email sent to Bucks Council about the replacement tree in Rosemary Close. 

13. Email received from Stillman Garden Services for 2026/2027 quote. 

14. Email received from Village Hall permit holder regarding parking. 

15. Opportunities for training by BMKALC – emailed. 

16. Electoral Monthly update. 

 

 

329.3 Planning applications & decisions:  No new Applications at the time of Meeting. 

 

PL/25/4323/TP Works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) West Wycombe 

Conservation Area, West Wycombe Park.  



 

 

Remove broken hanging branch and reduce crown by up to 2m to rebalance canopy x1 Walnut 

(T1848), crown lift to 4m to allow cricket net access and reduce overall canopy by 2m x 1 Lime 

(T525), fell to ground as severe in stem x 2 Sycamore(T1837 & T0597), remove branches with defects 

to make safe due to squirrel damage to branches over the A40 and walkway x 1 Beech (T1017), 

pollard to 4m due to stem decay x 1 Lime (T1219), reduce by 4m and veteranise due to stem 

decay x 1 Horse Chestnut , (T1071), reduce limbs overhanging property boundary by up to 3m 

where needed x 1 Sycamore (T1314), reduce decay to 3m monolith due to stem decay x 

1Hornbeam (T0593), reduce to 3m monolith due to stem decay x 1 Horse Chestnut(T1055), fell to 

ground due to interference with property x 1 Alder (T1010) and reduce major limb over highway by 

up to 3m x 1 Ash (T1) -– Parish Council permission given.  Online Portal updated 5th December 2025. 

 

PL/25/4044/KA Cave Cottage Church Lane West Wycombe HP14 3AH  

Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area – T1 Yew Tree an T2 Yew Tree – 

crown reduction by 4 meters – Parish Council permission given. Decision by Bucks Council – TPO 

shall not be made. 

 

329.4 To discuss adopting the Red Telephone Box in West Wycombe Village and agree to sign 

the contract:  

It was resolved that West Wycombe Parish Council would not adopt the Telephone box.  The 

costs involved are too high as well as a number of issues including planning permission. 

 

329.5 To discuss the Budget for the year commencing 2026/2027: 

The clerk has put together a budget for 20.26/2027 and will email to the Parish Council over the 

Christmas holiday to look at before the January Parish Council meeting.   

 

329.6 To discuss the Precept for 2026/2027:  

Councillors are keen to keep the Precept at the same amount for the upcoming year, however 

this will be decided in the January Parish Council meeting. 

 

329.7 To report any highways issues and discuss Towerage Lane: 

Cllr Vicki Smith raised an issue with the grips on Towerage Lane, Cllr Neil Harris will have a look at 

them.  Cllr Vicki Smith will contact West Wycombe Estate as this is on their land.  No other 

Highway issues.  

 

329.8 To approve the Accounts for December 2025: It was resolved to approve the accounts for 

December 2025. 

 

Payments to be made in December 2025  

Acorn Landscaping (BACS) £1,121.34  Highway grass, Burial ground etc.  

TBS Hygiene (BACS) £131.04  December collections.  

Mrs S Smith (BACS) £641.40  November salary. 

HMRC (BACS) £179.12  Tax & NI for November. 

Clerk Expenses £122.12  Nov Giff Gaff/Mileage/Printer/Toner. 

Pension Contributions  £247.68  December Pension Payment.   

Castle Water (dd) £37.74  Chorley Road Allotment water. 

Castle Water (dd) £8.14  Burial Ground water. 

Smart Numbers (dd) £23.99  Monthly service charge. 

Southern Electric (dd)  £261.99  Street Lighting various locations. 

Yorkshire Gas & Power (dd) £40.11  Feeder Pillars.  

Stillman Garden Services £2,180.00  Annual Contract for work carried out in 2025. 

Educational Play Environments          £1,677.00  Balance for New Swing on Pedestal Field. 

Total £6,671.67 

 

Statement of account as of 1st December 2025: 

Current account on 28th November 2025   £ 15,416.60 

Less December payments   £   6,671.67 



 

 

Sub Total   £   8,744.93 

Balance   £   8,744.93 

 

Deposit account as of 1st December 2025   £ 28,387.00 

Balance   £ 28,387.00 

Total   £ 37,131.93 

 

 

329.10 Members Questions:  

No questions. 

 

329.11 Date of next meeting: Wednesday 12th January 2026 at 8pm in the Village Hall. 



 

 

 

First Draft Suggested Budget for West Wycombe Parish for 2026/27 
 

Estimated Running Costs for 2026/2027 

       
Clerk’s salary, pension, tax NI   (Staff)   £15,200 

Expenses, stationery/s/ware   (Admin)  £  2,500 

Auditors      (Admin)  £     600 

Chairman’s Allowance   (Admin)  £     150 

Postage     (Admin)  £       50    

Insurance     (Admin)  £  1,377 

Hire of Rooms     (Admin)  £    500 

Use of office, energy, broadband  (Admin)  £     500 

Website, telephone line   (Admin)  £  1,600 

Training     (Admin)   £  1,500 

Subscriptions                     (Admin)  £     500 

S137 Expenditure including Poppy Wreath (Admin)  £     300 

Sub-Total          £24,777 

 

 

Lighting (maintenance and energy)       £8,000 

 

Pedestal Playing Field maintenance and rent     £7,500 

 

Pedestal Playing field equipment       £3,000 

 

Burial Ground maintenance, refuse, fencing and gate    £6,000 

 

Allotment maintenance including water, hedge cutting and scrub clearance £1,500 

 

Community Orchard            £500   

     

Highways - verge grass cutting/weed killer/salt/dog bins/sign cleaning  £9,000 

 

High Street Project         £8,000 

 

Christmas tree lighting         £1,600 

 

VAT on purchases (reclaimable)       £3,000 

 

General reserve         £15,000 

 

Total           £87,877 

 

Income: 

Opening balance (including general reserve)     £23,000  

 

VAT refund             £2,000 

 

Precept           £45,000 

 

Bucks CC – devolved services          £2,346  

 

Downley Dynamos             £475 

 

Allotment rents             £660 

 

Total           £73,481 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Wycombe Parish Suggested Budget for 2026/2027  
 

 

The Clerk has worked out our proposed and planned expenditure for the remainder of this financial year.  

Taking into account the invoices to be paid in January through to March, the expected expenditure, to the 

end of our financial year on 31st March, our end of year balance will be in the region of £23,000 plus the VAT 

refund which will be approximately £2,000. Our contribution of £8,000 for the High Street project has again 

been put in the coming years budget. 

 

We have the costs from our two main contractors, but we do not know what the new Devolved Services 

contract from Buckinghamshire will look like and what they will give us for undertaking the work if we decide 

that we should continue with the contract. 

 

The High Street project has been carried out; however, we have not contributed towards the project yet.  

Therefore the £8,000 has been carried forward into 26/27 Budget. 

 

The training budget has been kept at £1,500 as training with SLCC will be commencing from May 2026.  

 

The Burial Ground figure has been kept at the same level as we know we will have to replace and repair 

fencing and gates. 

 

£300 has been allowed in S137, £50 would be for the Poppy Wreath and the balance would be for 

unexpected expenditure which would benefit the whole community. 

 

The Pedestal Play equipment budget has stayed the same as we need to allow for replacement/new 

equipment.  

 

Telephone costs have stayed the same, however we need to decide if we give up the landline number as 

this will save costs of approximately £300 a year. 

 

The suggested Precept is £45,000 representing a decrease of 0.54% a Band D property would pay £80.80, 

representing a decrease of £0.44. If we increased the Precept to £45,500, Band D property would pay 

£81.70 this would be an increase of 0.57% and an increase of £0.46. We can look at other option figures for 

the precept at the meeting. We have never needed to use our reserve and always end the year in a safe 

position. 

 

Band D properties have been paying the following figures towards the Parish Council Precept:  

 

15/16 £71.93  16/17  £74.91 17/18   £77.62  18/19 £78.77  19/20 £79.37 

20/21 £81.05  21/22    £80.16 22/23 £77.89  23/24 £78.15  24/25 £78.53  

25/26   £81.24  26/27 £80.80 

 

 

Sarah Smith, Parish Clerk/RFO              1st January 2026                                                    



First Draft Suggested Budget for West Wycombe Parish for 2026/2027

Estimated Running Costs for 2026/2027

Clerks Salary 10,000.00

Expenses/stationery/software 2,500.00

Pension 3,000.00

Tax/NI 2,200.00

Auditor Costs (Internal and AGAR) 600.00

Chairmans Allowance 150.00

Postage 50.00

Insurance 1,377.00

Hire of Rooms 500.00

Use of Office, Energy, Broadband 500.00

Website 1,200.00

Telephone/mobile phone 400.00

Training 1,500.00

Subscriptions 500.00

S137 Expenditure (Incl Poppy Wreath) 300.00

Total 24,777.00

Lighting (Maintenance & Energy) 8,000.00

Pedestal Playing Field Maintenance & Rent 7,500.00

Pedestal Playing Field Equipment 3,000.00

Burial Ground Maintenance, refuse, fencing/gate 6,000.00

Allotment Maintenance, Water, hedge cutting etc 1,500.00

Community Orchard Maintenance 500.00

Highways Grass Cutting 4,500.00

Highways Weed Killer/Salt/Sign Cleaning/Dog bins 4,500.00

High Street Project 8,000.00

Christmas Tree Lighting 1,600.00

VAT on purchases (reclaimable) 3,000.00

General Reserve 15,000.00

Total 87,877.00

Income

Opening Balance (including General Reserve) 23,000.00

VAT Refund 2,000.00

Precept 45,000.00

Bucks Council Devolved Services 2,346.00

Downley Dynamos Rent 475.00

Allotment Rents 660.00

Total 73,481.00



Hi Sarah 

Hope all is well please find the costings below, I have incorporated Bradenham Road 
and the bottom section at Rosemary Close into the highways work and the play 
inspection into the playing field area mowing.  

 

West Wycombe Burial Ground £3273.96 per annum 

Mow grassed areas 

Trim hedge and shrubs minimum once per year 

Scarify and Autumn feed the grass once per year 

Sweep leaves 

 

Pedestal Playing Fields £3355.56 per annum 

Cut grass in triangle near  to Pedestal garage 

Cut and strim car park area 

Cut and trim play equipment, adult gym area and adjacent to Pavilion 

Trim inside hedge through rear fence once per year 

 

Highways Verges £3899.16 per annum 

Mow both sides of verge leading into West Wycombe village from the roundabout and 
from trees adjacent to Gerrard’s Court 

Mow Pedestal car park entrance to Cookshall Lane 

Mow grass verge from half way house to Rosemary Close 

Mow top two grassed areas at Rosemary Close, the two areas inside Rosemary Close 
and the bottom grassed area at Rosemary Close 

Mow top of Park Farm Road 

Mow triangle of Toweridge Lane 

Mow Top of Chapel lane wet Wycombe side only 

Mow the verge in Portway Drive 

 



 

The bags of waste will be charged at £22.17 each 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Alf Dobosz 

Acorn Landscaping 

57 The Residence 

Wycombe Road 

Bucks 

HP14 4EA 

 

 

 



 

Stillman Garden Elizabeth Stillman 07808 500990

Services Ltd.
Glen Stillman 07976 113756

Professional garden maintenance. Tree and hedge care. Design and consultancy.  

 

QUOTATION 
 
Customer: West Wycombe Parish Council                      Date: 28/11/25 

 
Ref: Annual Contract 2025, Grounds Maintenance around West Wycombe Parish.    
 

 
Specification:   
 
▪ Regular maintenance of Pedestal Monument planting and grass.  
▪ Pedestal Playing Field – Boundary strimming along two stock fence boundaries, 

spraying of DEFRA approved systemic herbicide around styles  and area of car 
park. 

▪ Chorley Road Allotment - Hedge cutting of hedge along pavement boundary and 
spraying of pavement verge where necessary with DEFRA approved systemic 
herbicide. Brush cutting area of scrub. Spraying of car park with DEFRA 
approved herbicide. Cutting of the central grass path if necessary. 

▪ Cutty Alley – Clearing of leaves and weeds and spraying of DEFRA approved 
systemic herbicide. 

▪ West Wycombe High Street – spraying of DEFRA approved systemic herbicide 
on pavement where necessary.  

▪ West Wycombe Road – spraying of DEFRA approved systemic herbicide along 
wooden close board fence in front of Grant & Stone and Hanson Motors. 

▪ Church Lane Planting – Prune shrubs and wall climbers, litter pick. Spray weeds 
growing in road gutter with DEFRA approved herbicide. Clear leaves from lane 
after autumn leaf fall. 

▪ Maintenance and watering of three troughs on roads entering village. Planting 
of seasonal bedding twice a year. 

 
 All rubbish disposed of where necessary. 
 

 

 
 Quote Breakdown: 

 
  Regular maintenance Pedestal Monument   = £ 260.00 
 
 Three visits Pedestal Playing Field @ £70 per visit  = £ 210.00  
 
 Two visits Allotments hedge and verge @ £220 per visit = £ 440.00 

Cont.  

 
Address : 56 Squirrel Lane, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4RS 



 

 

 Two visits to spray Allotments carpark @ £40 per visit  = £   80.00 
 
 One visit Brush cutting Allotments scrub @ £80 per visit = £   80.00 
 
 Four visits Cutty Alley @ £40 per visit    = £ 160.00 
 
 One visit spray West Wycombe High Street @ £30 per visit   = £   30.00 
 
 Three visits spaying West Wycombe Road @ £30 per visit = £   90.00 
    
 Two visits Church Lane Planting @ £200 per visit  = £ 400.00 
 
 One visit Church Lane leaf clearing @ £50 per visit  = £   50.00 
 
 Regular maintenance and watering of troughs   = £ 200.00 
 

  Two visits to supply and plant bedding in troughs  = £ 200.00  
 
 

 
Total Quote per annum       = £2200.00  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Address : 56 Squirrel Lane, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4RS 
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